
Understanding and Forecasting
Variation on Water Levels

Bob Smail
Wisconsin DNR
Water Use Section

AWRA - WI
Appleton, WI
March, 8 2018



2012 2016

Chicago Tribune

Lake Michigan



2012

2017

Long Lake
Waushara Co, WI

WI Center for 
Investigative Journalism



Monday  July 11, 2016 Thursday July 14, 2016

Lost Land Lake
Sawyer Co, WI



Understanding and Forecasting
Variation on Water Levels

V Interpreting Precipitation

ÇDrivers of Water Level variation

ÇForecasting Future Water Levels



Precipitation is highly 
variable across the 
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